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lysis and dislocation or disappearance of the nucleus. The neuroglia 
-cells were much more numerous than normal, particularly around the 
central canal and at the periphery of the gray matter. Cultures made 
from the blood during life gave a single micro-organism resembling 
the pneumococcus. Portions of the medulla oblongata were injected 
in the anterior eye of a rabbit which did not show subsequently any 
signs of hydrophobia, thus excluding paralysis due to this cause. Other 
rabbits were inoculated with the culture of the pneumococcus, and four 
out of five showed paralysis of the posterior limbs before death. The 
other died of purulent pericarditis. One mouse survived, but one died. 
The authors believe that their case represents a form of Landry’s dis¬ 
ease, produced in this instance by the pneumococcus, the particular 
variety present showing apparently a peculiar predilection for the spinal 
cord. Sailer. 


CLINICAL NEUROLOGY. 

.183. “ Ein pathognomisches Symptom der functionellen (hyster- 
ischen) Extremitatf.nlahmung" (A Pathognomonic Symptom of 
Hysterical Paralysis of the Extremities). Von Hoesslin(Miinch- 
ener medicin Wochenschrift, 1899, No. io, p. 313). 

The author claims to have discovered an absolutely diagnostic 
sign of functional paralysis of the limbs. His test is carried out as 
follows: He orders the patient to extend the affected limb while he (the 
■operator) opposes a graduated resistance with his hand. The resistance 
is next suddenly removed. In every case of paralysis from organic lesion, 
the limb jerks suddenly in the direction of the intended movement. In 
functional paralysis on the contrary, the movement is suddenly ar¬ 
rested, and then after a short pause proceeds in the intended direction. 
This is due to what the author terms, the “'paradoxical contraction of 
the antagonists.” While a given movement is being performed, the 
condition of the antagonist muscles is carefully tested. If they are in 
a condition of strong contraction the paralysis is functional. He has 
foun.d no exception to these rules in all the cases of paralysis of the 
extremities which he has examined during the past four years. 

Allen. 

184. A Case of Spasmodic Torticollis Associated with Chorea. E. 

Noble Smith (The Clinical Journal, No. 341, p. 41; May 10, 1899). 

The patient was a girl of sixteen years, and the so-called chorea 
was said to have antedated the torticollis by nearly eight years, but 
there is nothing in the text to show that the affection was really chorea. 
When first seen she was suffering from spasmodic torticollis, said to 
have been due to the action of both sterno-mastoids. An apparatus 
was applied which relieved pain and controlled the spasms to some 
extent, but the author found it necessary to operate, removing about 
one-half inch of the left spinal accessory nerve, producing complete 
paralysis of the sterno-mastoid and upper fibers of the trapezius. A 
year and a half later there was no spasm in the left mastoid, although 
the power of .the muscle had returned, but it was now found necessary 
to resect portions of the second, third and fourth cervical nerves. Two 
years and a half later there was still considerable spasm said to have 
been limited to the right sterno-mastoid, so the right spinal accessory 
was resected. In spite of the imperfect results of previous operations, 
and in spite of the fact that two weeks after the last operation there 
were spasms in the left sterno-mastoid and left platysma, the author 
•seems to think that there was ‘‘every prospect of a good recovery. 
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The optimism of 'the operator may further be seen in his statement 
that this was the nineteenth operation of this kind which he had per¬ 
formed for spasmodic torticollis and that the result had, in each case, 
been satisfactory, followed immediately by the statement that in one 
case the first operation relieved the symptoms for a time and that all 
subsequent operations were of little or no value. 

When the author comes to treat of the pathology it is very evident 
that he has no proper conception of the nature of the affection and 
is entirely unacquainted with the instructive writings of Brissaud on 
the subject. Such papers as this do distinct harm by apparently 
making simple a very difficult subject, and by throwing a surgical 
glamour over an affection that is distinctly medical. Patrick. 

185. Die sogenannten ausseren Degenf.rationszeichen bei der pro¬ 
gressive Paralyse der Maenner. (The Stigmata of Degenera¬ 
tion in General Paresis). P. Nacke. (Allg. Zeitschrift f. Psy¬ 
chiatric. 55, 1899 pt. 5, p. 140. 

In the Neurologisches Centralblatt for 1897 Nacke published a pre¬ 
liminary contribution on this subject. The above article is an enlarged 
and critical resume of a large number of his personal observations. 
When compared with normal men, there is a large preponderance of the 
external degenerative stigmata in paresis, almost amounting, according 
to Nacke’s figures, to double. He does not believe that syphilis is 
anything more than a predisposing cause, although from 60-75 per cent, 
of his cases had been infected. The author also contributes to the dis¬ 
cussion of the change in type of this disease. He finds cases of pro¬ 
longed dementia more common than supposed, and fewer acute exacer¬ 
bations. Pathologically, meningeal hemorrhages are considered rare, 
and the frequently described thickening of the pia. ependymitis, general 
hydropsia and ventricular hydropsia are thought to be less frequent. 

Jelliffe. 

186. Ueber chronische Steifigkeit der Wirbelsaule (Concerning 
Chronic Rigidity of the Vertebral Column). Aug. Hoffmann. 
Ueber ankylosirende Entzundung der Wirbelsaule und der 
grossen ExtremitXtengelenke (Concerning Ankylosing Inflam¬ 
mation of the Vertebral Column and of the Large Joints of the 
Extremities), v. Bechterew. Neue Beobachtungen und pathol- 
ogisch-anatomische Untersuchungen uber Steifigkeit der 
Wirbelsaule (New Observations and Pathological Anatomical In¬ 
vestigations on Rigidity of the Vertebral Column), v. Bechterew 
(Deutsche Zeitschrift fur Nervonheilkunde, Vol. 15, Nos. 1 and 2 
pp. 28, 37 and 45 )- 

These three papers may be considered together. 

Hoffmann reports the case of a man of thirty-eight years who 
presented great rigidity of the vertebral column, associated with mus¬ 
cular weakness and occasional pain .in the spinal nerves. Crepitation 
of the joints of the extremities or exudation into these joints was not 
observed, but it seemed probable that a rheumatic change had oc¬ 
curred in the shoulder and hip articulations. Treatment directed to¬ 
ward the cure of a very extensive acne eruption, warm baths, sand 
baths, .antirheumatic remedies, resulted in a complete restoration of 
function. The rigidity of the vertebral column was believed to be 
caused by toxins produced in the acne pustules. 

v. Bechterew emphasizes the fact that the “rigidity of the verte¬ 
bral column with kyphosis” described by him is not the same disease 
as that described by Striimpell and Marie, in which the large joints 



